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From when I was first aware,
Through all the years come hail or shine,
You’ve always showed you care
And that everything would be “fine”.
You not only taught me the everyday things,
Like washing my hands and tying a shoe
But also to deal with what life brings;
You’ve shaped my values and world view.
You’ve been there whenever I needed,
You’ve helped in many a way
Whether fixing something broken,
Or knowing just what to say.
I always knew I could count on you,
That’s a matter of fact.
For that countless other things,
I love you to the moon and back.
Most of all, I’m grateful
And my heart is truly glad
That today and every single day
I had you as my DAD.
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PRAYER CONCERNS
To protect the privacy concerns of our families, friends, neighbours and church
family, it is requested that before names are submitted to the Pastor for prayer,
or are put on the Plain Facts prayer list, permission be sought and granted from
the individuals to be named, or from family members who have been given
express permission to speak on their behalf.
Cathy Tredenick
Eleanor House
Joslyn Wilcox
Randy Paul
John Johnson
Jill Coull
Heather Crafts
Betty Graham

Marilyn Cartwright
Dave & Janet Stewart
Vince Melvin
Ashleigh & family
Jason Carnegie
Mary Underhill
Matt Cosentino

Nicole Abbott
George Lidster
Piet & Alice denBoer
Alan Armstrong
Sally Paul
Janet & Dennis
Ray Martin

Betty Baker
Marilyn Smith
Cecil & Mabel Somerville
George Martyn
Carla Norton
Larry Mizon
Family of Pat Evely

Sunday Scripture Readings

1st
9th
10th
10th
11th
15th
15th

June 02
Acts 16: 16 - 34
Psalm 97
John 17: 20 - 26

June 09-PENTECOST SUNDAY
Acts 2: 1 - 21
Romans 8: 14 - 17

June 23
Galatians 3: 23 - 29
Luke 8: 26 - 39

June 30
Galatians 5: 1 - 25
Luke 9: 51 - 62

Judy Jacklin
Michela Sargeant
Ryan Dunn
Gail McPhail
Toots Gillard
George Martyn
Carla Norton
4th
5th
6th
15th
18th

June 16 - Camping
Psalm 8
Romans 5: 1 - 5
John 16: 12 - 15

July 07
Luke 10: 1 - 11; 16 - 20
Galatians 6: 1 - 16

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
18th Michelle Carnegie
19th Jeremy Dale
20th Diane Knott
23rd Annabella Hindley
23rd Lillie Penner
23rd Emma Wilcox
27th Melanie Dunn
27th Gerry Coull
ANNIVERSARIES
Floyd and Sharon Axford (59) 20th Phil & Cherie Doyon
George & Betty Lidster (54)
23rd Jeff & Melanie Wilcox
Stephen & Carolyn Plaunt
26th Sue Anne & Joshua MacCallum
Doug & Mary Sawyer (56)
30th Randy & Roxanne Bale
Denny & Janet Lang
30th Gary & Fran Somerville

CONGRATULATIONS: Cole Higgs has finished his apprenticeship program, and passed his exams to attain
his Hoisting Engineer License (taking after Grampa H.) Jordin Higgs has graduated from Western University
with an Honours Specialization Bachelor of Arts in Kinesiology. They are the children of Mark and Lisa Higgs,
grandchildren to Gary and Marjorie Higgs and Ross and Anna Woodhouse. We are all very proud of them.
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EVENTS FOR JUNE
June 02 Sun 10:00 A.M.

Sunday Service - Communion Sunday

June 05 Wed 12:30 P.M.

Ladies Aid Luncheon - St. Thomas Seniors’ Centre - Guests welcome
Sign-up Sheet available or contact Nancy Millman (519-775-2526).
$16.00 + $2.00 h.s.t. each - please pay Shirley Griffin

June 09 Sun 10:00 A.M.

Sunday Service - PENTECOST - Congregants wear bright colours of oranges,
fushias, reds, yellows to worship to celebrate the giving of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost.
June 12 - 16 - (Wednesday to Sunday) Church Camp Out at Springwater
June 12 Wed 9:00 A.M.
After 8's Breakfast at CORA’S (Wellington Road & Commissioners) London
Contact Linda Cummings (519-631-4069) to be put on the list.
June 16 Sun 10:30 A.M.

Worship beside the pond at Springwater-Baptisms for Bill & Darrin Ralf
Weather permitting
Father’s Day

June 23 Sun 10:00 A.M.

Sunday Service

June 30 Sun 10:00 A.M.

Sunday Service - Canada Day weekend. Congregants may dress in red and
white or something patriotic to mark 152nd year of Confederation.

July 07 Sun 10:00 A.M.

Sunday Service - Communion Sunday

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF PLAINS CHURCH CAMPING AT SPRINGWATER - 2019
Wednesday, June 12th to Sunday, June 16th
Cost: $60.00 for family (4 people maximum) for Friday - Sunday
$10.00 for each additional camper for weekend
$ 8.00 per camper per night, Monday to Thursday
$30.00 Individual weekend fee
$12.00 individual per day
$20.00 for carload for the day
Springwater Conservation Area South Pavilion, “Day Use Area
Come for all or for part of the week.
ALL FEES are payable in advance to Sherry Graham. Do not pay at the gate!
Friday night - hot dogs, pie irons provided. (Bring your own beverage).
Saturday - Breakfast and lunch on your own.
Saturday Supper - hamburgers and beverage provided: You bring a salad or dessert.
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Breakfast provided.
10:30 a.m. Worship beside the pond, weather permitting.
What to bring: Life jackets if you want to canoe, pie irons, fishing poles, guitars, bicycles, etc.
Parental Responsibility
It is understood that at church events or activities parents are responsible for the supervision of their child/children and any
other child/children who have been entrusted to their care. If parents leave the event/activity, it is their responsibility to
delegate the responsibility for the child/children to another adult. [Plains Baptist Church Safe Policy, Page 4].
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June 05 Wed 12:30 P.M.

Ladies Aid Luncheon - St. Thomas Senior’s Centre
Hot Ham Dinner, $16.00 + $2.00 H.S.T. each (gluten free available)
Please pay Shirley Griffin
Guests welcome Sign-up Sheet available

Betty Jones sat on the first Seniors’ Centre Board of Directors

Celebrating 25 years

Plains Church Notes 5 May 2019
The preacher knows she has connected in a significant way with her listeners when the sermon evokes
applause. Such was the case on this Communion Sunday.
Pastor Margaret Bell had spoken to the children about forgiveness, saying that sometimes it can be a big
deal. But it can help us heal, save a relationship and move on. Sometimes we need to talk it out with
someone we trust and be willing to throw away the resentment and hurt. We may not be able to forget a
wrong we have suffered but the act of forgiving will be a healthy thing for us to do.
The Bible reading was about the appearance of the risen Jesus to his disciples and his challenge to Peter,
“Do you love me?” Repeated three times Peter had to remember his own repeated denials. Jesus knew how
hard it was for Peter to forgive himself. As Jesus looked him in the eye Peter’s sense of guilt must have
been overwhelming. When on the Cross, Jesus prayed “Father forgive them for they know not what they
do” he was thinking not only of the Roman soldiers and Jewish leaders but also of his disciples.
Like us, Peter needed two things. He needed a sense of belonging. To know he was still acceptable just the
way he was. He also needed a sense of purpose, to serve God in serving others.
Pastor Bell presided at Communion. The servers were deacons Phyllis Huffman, Joanne O’Drowsky, Mike
Sargeant and John Gibbons. Mary Sawyer and George Lidster received the offerings of the people.
Boxes and bags of groceries were collected for the Elgin-St. Thomas Food Bank. Congratulations were
extended to Bob and Lillian Bell on the occasion of their 68th Wedding Anniversary.
Christian Family Sunday and Mother’s Day will be celebrated next Sunday. The Spring Bazaar and Plant
Sale will be the following Saturday.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Submitted by Leena Sibley

Sunday School is winding down for the year. It will end at the Camp Out
weekend on June 16. We had followed a “walk-in” series. Walking in
faith, trust, truth and love. Our focus has been on New Testament stories.
We hope to memorize John 3:16 and Proverbs 3:56.Today we did discuss
King Solomon. He had been granted all the wisdom one could possibly
want–but in the end his heart was not right with God.The Sunday school
class was again reminded that our “bestest” choice is to have a daily walk
with God. The entire concept of “Joy” (which is a reflection of our
relationship with our Heavenly Father) will hopefully become real to these
children. It will not diminish–only grow stronger–as they “look up” and believe.

It’s Your Choice! Sunday – 26 May 2019 The Rev. Margaret Bell
Sermon: HOW CAN THE CHURCH PLAY ITS PART IN RESTORING OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES?
Copies of the complete sermon will be available at the church.
If you need a copy contact Malcolm Rust. gr8celebrations@yahoo.ca
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Volunteers are needed for coffee/tea for June, July and August 2019.
Please sign the list on the church bulletin board located by the office.
A warm THANK YOU to those who staff the kitchen for coffee and tea duty.

NEW ADDRESSES:
Charlie & Betty Rewbotham - 27 Barrett Crescent, St. Thomas, ON
N5R 0A6 - 519-637-2547
John & Sherri Doner - 6011 Fairview Road, R. R. # 4, St. Thomas, ON
N5P 3S8 - 519-630-1731
Highlights of Plains Business Meeting 26th May 2019
Phyllis Huffman chaired the meeting with 40 members and 3 non members in attendance.
Michael Sargeant presented the Deacons report. He stated that three persons are interested in becoming
members by baptism.
It has been suggested that a potluck lunch follow the Plains 189th Anniversary Service on October 20.
Sherry Graham reported Charlie Rewbotham will replace Todd Noble on Finance Committee.
Motions were made and approved to proceed with renovations to the sanctuary (including wall and ceiling
repairs, painting, improved lighting and new ceiling fans).
Motions were also made and approved for the Audio/Visual Project. Approval was granted that the
undesignated funds, memorial funds and future project funds be used in the above projects.
Louise Sargeant reported the Ladies Aid income to May 24 - $3,175.88. Donations of $582.86 were made
to Community Dinners, Seniors Centre, Fresh Start & Effect Hope.
Pastor Margaret attended 6 Elgin Association/CBOQ functions, 1 funeral, 1 funeral visitation, 2 funeral
attendance, 8 special services including It's Your Choice Sundays, Dedication of New Leaders, Good
Friday, Easter Sunrise and Easter Worship, Mother's Day and Christian Family Sunday. She is also
providing Spiritual Care Hour one day a month (2 half-hour sessions per month) at Caressent Care Nursing
Home. Nancy Millman reported the Social Committee had donated $1,000 to the Pearce Williams
Christian Camp (proceeds of Pancake Supper) Nancy also thanked the congregation for the generous cash
donations toward the suppers held. The Spring Chicken Barbeque proceeds were $3,596.
Next Business Meeting - Sunday 27th October.
Submitted by Marjorie Higgs - Church Clerk
The Plains’ Spring Bazaar and Plant Sale
It was a cool, cloudy day and friends and neighbours came to Plains Church on May 18, through the
showers, seeking goodies, plants, bargains and fellowship.
Thank you to Donna Limon and Donna Crocker for the honey bee decorations in Oak Hall and on the tea
tables, and to Anna Woodhouse for the loan of the “bee” aprons and tea pot.
The winner of the Social Committee hanging red geranium basket was Margie Bell, and Wendy Lessard
won the essential oils gift basket. The Sunday School draws were won by: Sharon Axford-purple
super bells hanging basket: Peggy Payne-floral hand painting by Vera Martin: Jenette Helmer-purple
leaf wandering jew hanging basket.
The Ladies Aid raised $2,150.95; the Social Committee raised $608.95; the Sunday School raised
$124.00. THANK YOU to everyone who baked, sewed, set-up, prepared, served, decorated, donated,
gardened, attended and cleaned up, to make this event a success, while having fun doing it.

CHURCH IS HARD...
By Arianna Freelen

Church is hard for the person walking through the doors, afraid of judgement.
Church is hard for the pastor’s family, under the microscope of an entire body.
Church is hard for the prodigal soul returning home, broken and battered by the world.
Church is hard for the girl who looks like she has it all together, but doesn’t.
Church is hard for the couple who fought the entire ride to service.
Church is hard for the single mom, surrounded by couples holding hands, and seemingly
perfect families.
Church is hard for the widow and widower with no invitation to lunch after service.
Church is hard for the deacon with an estranged child.
Church is hard for the choir member overwhelmed by the weight of the lyrics in that song.
Church is hard for the man insecure in his role as a leader.
Church is hard for the nursery volunteer who desperately longs for a baby to love.
Church is hard for the single woman and single man, praying God brings them a mate.
Church is hard for the sinners.
Church is hard for me.
It’s hard because on the outside it all looks shiny and perfect. Sunday best in behavior and dress.
However, underneath those layers, you find a body of imperfect people, carnal souls, selfish motives.
But, here is the beauty of church—
Church isn’t a building, mentality, or expectation.
Church is a body.
Church is a group of sinners, saved by grace, living in fellowship as saints.
Church is a body of believers bound as brothers and sisters by an eternal love.
Church is a holy ground where sinners stand as equals before the Throne of
Grace.
Church is a refuge for broken hearts and a training ground for mighty warriors.
Church is a converging of confrontation and invitation. Where sin is confronted
and hearts are invited to seek restoration.
Church is a lesson in faith and trust.
Church is a bearer of burdens and a giver of hope.
Church is a family. A family coming together, setting aside differences, forgetting past mistakes, rejoicing in the
smallest of victories.
Church, the body, and the circle of sinners-turned-saints, is where He resides, and if we ask, He is faithful to
come.
So even on the hard days at church—
The days when you are at odds with a sister. When you have fought with your husband because you are late
once again. When you have walked in bearing burdens heavier than your heart can handle, yet masking the pain
with a smile on your face. When you have longed for a baby to hold, or fought tears as the lyrics were sung.
When you have walked back in, afraid and broken, after walking away.
Remember, He has never failed to meet you there.

PASTOR’S PAGE
This year marks the 25th year that the Plains family has gone weekend camping together. To mark the occasion,
a couple of days were added, so now the camping experience begins on Wednesday, June 12. Most of those
summer weekends have been spent at Springwater Conservation Area. It has proven to be the best ‘fit’ for us,
giving us lots of nature’s beauty, a pond for swimming and canoeing, and trails for biking and walking. The
proximity of the park to St. Thomas means that we travel back and forth, stay for an hour or for a meal, or a
campfire, or worship time.
For many years, worship time on Sunday at Camp was also the closing exercises and graduation time for
Sunday School students. However, in most recent years most of the children and youth camping with us have
not included many regular Sunday School attendees. We’re delighted to have any and all children and youth
join us! Last year we had a record number of pet dogs, too!
In truth, the Camp Weekend is a beautiful blend of church family and their extended families and friends.
Many of the campers have come nearly every year. The weekend camp historically has held no formal agenda
or spiritually focused program except for worship hour on Sunday morning This year we are planning to hold a
baptism at the swim area during worship on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 16. Bill Ralf and his son Darrin will be
baptised. As a descendent of First Nations people, Bill requested baptism in ‘open water’. We are happy to
accommodate his request to honour the ancestors.
On another subject, June 9 is PENTECOST Sunday and an occasion for
worshippers to come to church attired in bright fire colors to signify the gift
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Sunday, June 30 which is on Canada Day
Weekend is another occasion to come to church garbed in red and white or
something patriotic as we celebrate Canada and give God thanks for this
part of God’s global garden that we call home.
Although the summer months are normally pretty quiet at the Plains, this
summer the trustees and their helpers will begin a renovation of the church
sanctuary, replacing the brick façade with drywall and oak panelling and an oak chair rail. This project was
approved at the Spring Congregational meeting on Sunday, May 26. Other changes will be happening with
lighting and sound to better enable and enhance our worship experiences. We are so grateful for the happy
helpers and cheerful givers of our congregation who work together so well and have FUN!
Lastly, June is Father’s Day month. I warmly extend a Happy Father’s Day to all the loving dads, grandfathers,
great-grandfathers, uncles, brothers and men who mentor others. We are truly blessed by your presence,
support and participation in this ministry of Christ. I miss my dad who was an active member of the church in
which he was raised and where he and mom raised Roy and me. He was a tenor in the church choir and male
quartet and served as a trustee, deacon and church custodian. Dad was a strong believer who had strong
opinions. He read ‘The Book’ aka Bible and told my mother that “it would be cool” if someday I became a
preacher. “Happy Father’s Day” to the memory of Max, my father, sent with love.

