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DECEMBER 2019
Christmas’ True Meaning

By Deborah Ann Belka

Let Christmas’ true meaning,
rise up in you today…
May you see the real splendor
of Jesus’ birth on this day.

May His beauty and grandeur,
cause your heart to sing.
May the gift of His excellence
become your eternal spring.

May His majesty you behold,
with all dignity and honour.
May the fullness of His truth
glorify His heavenly Father.

May the wonder of His grace,
reveal its magnificence in you.
May the gratefulness you feel
be in all you say and do.

Let Christmas’ true meaning,
bring your Saviour near today.
May you see the need for Him
today, and every day.
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PRAYER CONCERNS
To protect the privacy concerns of our families, friends, neighbours and church
family, it is requested that before names are submitted to the Pastor for prayer,

or are put on the Plain Facts prayer list, permission be sought and granted from
the individuals to be named, or from family members who have been given

express permission to speak on their behalf.

Cathy Tredenick Marilyn Cartwright Alma Hopkins Heather Crafts
Eleanor House Dave & Janet Stewart Ray Martin George & Betty Lidster
Vince Melvin Family of Betty Jones Michael Kingswood Family of Joslyn Wilcox
Ashleigh & family Cannady Family Neil Jack & Noreena Satchell
Jason Carnegie Sally Paul Janet & Dennis Ellen Brekelmans’ family
Jill Coull Mary Underhill Phil Greg Lidster
Carol Maes Karl Crocker

In Sympathy
The family of Plains Church extend our sincere sympathy to Pat Kennedy, Erene Mifsud, Mateo,
Josseline Mifsud and Evelyn Crafts on the passing of Pat’s daughter Joslyn Wilcox on
November 9, 2019 after a courageous battle with cancer at the age of 53. Joslyn came to live with
Pat when she was 15 years old and became a very special and loved member of the family. She
will be dearly missed.

The Plains Church family extend our sincere sympathy to the family of Betty Jones, who passed
away on November 14, 2019, two days before her 100th birthday. Beloved wife of the late Albert
"Peter" Jones. Dearly loved mother of Marilyn Smith (late Glenn) and Mary Sawyer (Doug).
Cherished grandma of Sharilyn Aitken (Wayne), Karen Gray (Reg), Jeffrey Sawyer and Todd
Sawyer (Tracy) and Kathy Limon and great-grandmother of Marissa Parker, Lindsay Gray, Dustin
Gray, Ashley, Amanda, Alexis Sawyer, Hayden and Rowan Sawyer and great great-grandmother of
Andy Gray. Betty was a member of Plains Baptist Church and Plains Ladies Aid and long-time
member of Dexter United Church and Dexter UCW. Funeral service took place at Plains Baptist
Church on Monday, November 18th, 2019 with Pastor Margaret Bell officiating. Betty was the last of
her family. She will be greatly missed.

Sunday Scripture Readings

December 01-Advent 1 HOPE December 8-Advent 2 PEACE December 15-Advent 3 JOY
Isaiah 2: 1-5 Matthew 3: 1 - 12 Sunday School Pageant
Matthew 24: 36 - 44 Isaiah 11: 1 - 10

December 22-Advent 4 LOVE December 29 Christmas 1 January 5-Epiphany
Matthew 1: 18 - 25 Luke 2: 1 - 20 Matthew 2: 1 - 12
Isaiah 7: 10 - 16 Isaiah 60: 1 - 6

Ephesians 3: 1 - 13
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EVENTS FOR DECEMBER

Dec 01 Sun 10:00 A.M. Sunday Service - Advent 1 - Communion Sunday - Followed by
11:30 A.M. Soup and Sandwich luncheon in Oak Hall

Dec 06 Fri 6:30 P.M. Elgin Baptist Women Ladies Christmas Dinner at Plains Baptist Church
Turkey Dinner with all the Trimmings.

Dec 08 Sun 10:00 A.M. Sunday Service - Advent 2 - White Gift Sunday
Bring White Gifts for Christmas Care. Bring plainly wrapped gifts of new toys,
clothing, marked for boy or girl and age. Non perishable food and hygiene
items also welcomed. Place your gifts under the tree in the sanctuary or at the
rear of the sanctuary.

11:30 A..M. Walk-through rehearsal for Sunday School Christmas Pageant
Dec 10 Tue 12:00 P.M. Ladies Aid Pot luck lunch - All ladies and men welcome.

1:00 P.M. Musical Entertainment - Doug and Mary Sawyer AND Ken Jacklin.
For Caring Cupboard bring feminine hygiene products, personal
hygiene products i.e. toilet tissue, tooth paste, soap, etc.

Dec 14 Sat 8:00 A.M. Breakfast at Sunset Café - Men, women and children invited, following
9:00 A.M. Packing food boxes at Christmas Care at Elgin Centre (formerly Elgin

Mall) - Old Zellers Entrance.
10:00 A.M. Dress Rehearsal - Sunday School Christmas Pageant

Dec 15 Sun 10:00 A.M. Sunday Service - Advent 3 Sunday School Christmas Pageant
Good Will offering for Destination Church School Lunch Program
Apple crisp and hot chocolate served in Oak Hall following the concert.

Dec 22 Sun 10:00 A.M. Sunday Service
Dec 24 Tue 7:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols

Dec 29 Sun 10:00 A.M. Sunday Service - Christmas 1

Jan 05 Sun 10:00 A.M. Sunday Service - Communion Sunday
Jan 13 Mon 9:30 - 3:00 Plains “Knotty Quilters” Commence quilting in Oak Hall. All crafters

welcome - bring your own projects. Bring your own lunch.

NOTE: There is no After 8's in December

One Christmas, Joe and Peter built a skating rink in the middle of a field. A shepherd leading his flock

decided to take a shortcut across the rink. The sheep, however, were afraid of the ice and wouldn't

cross it. Desperate, the shepherd began tugging them to the other side.

'Look at that, 'remarked Peter to Joe, 'That guy is trying to pull the wool over our ice!'

PLAINS CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
Tuesday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m.

Free will offering
Christmas envelopes will be available in the pew racks for those wishing a tax

deductible receipt.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES

4th Kelly Ruddock 11th Eugene & Mary Crosby
4th Adam Rust 17th Elizabeth Tucker 12th Mike & Lorainne Plaunt
5th Steve Plaunt (60) 22nd Linda Willand 20th Don & Suzanne Ferguson
6th Jim Cartwright 24th Brock Dale 26th George & Pat Martyn (55)
7th Melanie Wilcox 26th Mabel Somerville (95) 31st Chris & Stephanie Johnson
9th Jon Ferguson 28th Doug Sawyer 31st Ryan & Meagan Ruddock

11th Emily Brekelmans 30th Josseline Mifsud
12th Dave Axford 30th Madison Hepburn
12th Dennis O’Brien 31st Betty Rewbotham
15th Brent Peterson

The Plains Ladies Aid held a successful Christmas Bazaar on November 9. Folks began
arriving by 9:00 A.M. and Oak Hall was buzzing with activity. Attendance was down considerably, but
people stayed, ate, and visited. The money raised by Ladies Aid was 1,855.10; the Social
Committee, $240; the Sunday School $272.75. Betty Lidster was the winner of the Sunday School
Christmas hamper. THANK YOU to everyone who worked so hard baking, sewing, crafting, quilting,
collecting, serving, setting up, clearing, cleaning and everything in between.
THANK YOU Donna Limon and Donna Crocker for the “owl” decorations. It was a “hoot”!

NEW PHONE NUMBER:
Floyd and Sharon Axford have a new home phone number. 226-777-9749

ELGIN BAPTIST WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS DINNER
Friday, December 6, 2019

6:30 p.m. at PLAINS CHURCH
$16.00 for a full course turkey dinner

Please advise LOUISE SARGEANT - mgsel@execulink.com or
519-769-2670 if you plan to attend, BY Sunday, December 1.

Bring a “gift in a bag” to be sold for $5.00 AND
Bring Canadian Tire money -

Proceeds of both going to “SHE MATTERS”

THE LADIES AID CHRISTMAS POT LUCK DINNER
Tuesday, December 10 at noon in Oak Hall

Musical Entertainment - Doug and Mary Sawyer
AND Ken Jacklin.
For Caring Cupboard bring feminine hygiene
products, personal hygiene products
ALL LADIES AND MEN WELCOME
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Highlights of Church Meeting Sunday 27th October 2019
Prepared by Clerk, Marjorie Higgs

The Church Meeting was well attended with 46 members present.
The clerk stated 8 new members had joined since the last meeting, and reported the deaths of 2 members.
Membership totals 146.
The Deacons very capably conducted 4 Sunday Services while Pastor Margaret was on holidays. The Reverend
Stephen Filyer was guest speaker at our 189th Anniversary. The church web site is still a work in progress. Pat
Kennedy has updated the church contact list.
The Finance Committee reported a loss at the end of the third quarter of $1,734.76. There has been a
significant decrease in income from the past year. Expenses for both years are very similar, approximately
$70,000. A $5,000 increase in the capital cost budget was approved to cover an increase in the quote for the
Audio/Visual/Hearing Impaired Project. Totals sent to Missions this year to date $3,075.
The Ladies Aid continue to financially support the Church Camp-out. A Ham Dinner was enjoyed at the Seniors
Centre in June. Rev. Bob Knight from Aylmer Baptist Church spoke on his experiences of growing up in India.
Maggie Scanian with the St. Thomas - Elgin Alzheimer Society spoke at the October meeting.
Pastor Margaret reported leading 3 sessions of Embracing a Life of Meaning, 11 Church meetings, 11 Church
related and community events. She had 122 pastoral contacts and attended the Lydia's Daughters
Conference and The Gathering of Baptists in Hamilton. 4 Funerals were conducted.
The Social Committee also financially supported the Church Camp-out. They catered the Elgin County Plowing
Match Awards Banquet & Citizenship Achievement & Central Elgin Growing Together Awards Banquet.
Plains Sunday School under the leadership of Leena Sibley & Stephen Plaunt have learned how God is faithful
and forgiving at all times. There mission outreach : Destination Church's School Lunch Program who provide
lunch for children in need.
Trustees reported new smoke alarms have been installed & a new Fire Safety Plan is in progress. New fans
have been installed in the sanctuary, and the Audio/Visual Project continues to be studied.

To all who have given
craft items and surplus
left overs, etc for the
residents of
EXTENDICARE in
Port Stanley.

More suggestions would be expired keys, ice
cube trays, anything which can be sorted such
as buttons, zippers, small nuts and bolts.

Items may be given
to Carolyn Plaunt for
delivery, or left at
Extendicare.

Lorainne Plaunt,
Crafts and EntertainmentCelebrating her 95 birthday, Jean Lammiman

shares birthday cake with the congregation in

Oak Hall following the service.



Plains Church Notes 17 Nov 2019

Pastor Margaret Bell spoke to the children about the death of Betty Jones. Last week we gave her a

standing ovation in anticipation of her 100th birthday on Saturday 16 Nov 2019. But she died on Thursday

14 November. We are sad because we all loved Betty but we know she is now in heaven and has no more

pain and suffering. She was baptized in the old Plains church building in 1933 at the age of 14 yrs.

Often when we lose someone or a pet we cry. The children gathered round Pastor Bell as she read the

book: “Sometimes I just have to cry”. In prayer she asked God to stick by each one of us as our friend.

The Men’s Breakfast was announced for Saturday 23 November 8 am at Wimpy’s Diner on Talbot Street

followed by a tour of McColl’s in London at 9.30 am. Deacon Mike Sargeant welcomed the congregation.

George and Betty Lidster and Barbara Axford took part in the service. A service for those who have been

bereaved will be held on Tuesday 3 Dec at 7.30pm in Knox Presbyterian Church. Pastor Bell will be leading

in this pre-Christmas “Time to Remember”. Packing boxes for Christmas Care will be on Saturday 14

December at 9.30 am at Elgin Centre. Breakfast at Sunset Café 8 a.m.

The title of the sermon was, “If you could live your life over again” and Pastor Bell said that in a recent

survey 95 year olds had listed 3 responses: I would reflect more, risk more and do more things that would

live on after I’m dead. When asked, “What prevented you from doing it? The common response was, “I was

afraid”.

The parable of the talents is often used to encourage us to use our talents and skills. But it can also be

understood as teaching us that God has entrusted us with love to share with the world. The person who

received only one talent said he was afraid of his master. But the others used their talents of love. God

invests love in us that we will share that love for the healing of the world. Those who risk have overcome

their fear. Malcolm Rust

Candy Canes, Shepherds and Sheep
Candy canes were invented by an Indianapolis candy maker. He made hard

candy in the shape of the letter “J” as a way of reminding children that JESUS

was at the heart of Christmas. Today candy canes also remind us of the staff

that the shepherd used. In Luke’s Gospel, shepherds were the first to hear the

good news from the angels and to visit the new baby.

A thief was making his way down the street robbing houses of their valuables. He reached a large house

and began looting the silver.

Then he heard a voice say “Jesus is watching you”.

He stopped and listened. All was quiet so he continued filling his bag. Again he heard a voice in the

dark, “Jesus is watching you”.

Confused he turned on the light to see a parrot on his perch in the corner.

“What’s your name?” he asked.

“Moses” replied the parrot.

“Well, if you’re Moses, who is Jesus?”

“That rottweiler” replied the parrot. Submitted by Carolyn Chesterfield

The sun came out, and the snowman cried. His tears ran down on every side. His tears

ran down ‘til the spot was cleared. He cried so hard that he disappeared.



FIRST YARMOUTH BAPTIST CHURCH FINANCIAL STATEMENT

as of November 30, 2019

General Fund Missions Communion Fund Sunday School Totals

Income 85,559.13 3,978.37 3,020.75 295.00 92,853.25

Expenses 85,348.89 3,978.37 2,888.14 265.00 92,480.40

Net Gain(Loss) 210.24 0.00 132.61 30.00 372.85

Balance end of 2018 50,071.60 0 769.99 0.00 50,841.59

Balance as at 09/30/201911/30/2019 50,281.84 0.00 902.60 30.00 51,214.44

1. The General Fund shows a net gain as of November 30th, 2019 of $210.24.

2. Missions income as of November 30, 2019 totalled $3,978.37. That amount

has been forwarded to CBOQ and CBM. This amount is made up as follows: CBOQ - General Budget -

$2,348.00; CBOQ Local Missions - $220.00; CBM - General Budget - $966.37; CBM Sharing Way

undesignated - $314.00, and Hurricane Dorian Bahamas - $130.00.

3. The Communion fund had a net gain at the end of November 2019 of $132.61.

There is an amount from previous years of $769.99, leaving a balance in the Communion Fund of $902.60.

4. The designated Sunday School amount as at 30th of November , 2019 was $295.00. That amount

will paid to the Sunday school Treasurer at the end of the 4th quarter.

5. The Future Projects Fund at the end of November 2019 is $2,690.00. There is a balance in Deferred Other

Income from 2018 totalling $2,485.00, giving us a Future Project Fund total of $5,175.00. The cost of 2 new

fans was $1,250.62, leaving a balance of $3,924.38 in the Future Projects Fund. The Plains Ladies Aid

and the Plains Social Committee have generously pledged $2,500 each towards the Future Projects, which

would then give us a total of $8,924.38 towards the audio/visual upgrades. Donations towards the Future

Projects Fund are gratefully accepted.

Respectfully Submitted, Shirley E. Dale, Treasurer

SOUP AND SANDWICH LUNCH
Sunday, December 01 at 11:30 A.M.

(Following Sunday Service)
ALL PROCEEDS from your donation for

lunch will go to
CHRISTMAS CARE.

Volunteers are welcomed for coffee/tea preparation and also for cleaning up
afterwards.
Guidance and assistance will be provided, if requested.
Please sign the list on the church bulletin board located by the office.



December 2019

Greetings, my dear Plains family!

The calendar has rolled around and we find ourselves nearing the end of the calendar year and at
beginning of a new Church Calendar Year. The season of Advent is four weeks long and ends
on Christmas Eve. The word Advent comes from the Latin word, adventus which is translated as
“Coming” in English. The Latin word is a translation of the Greek word parousia, which in New
Testament times was used to refer to the Second Coming of Christ.

For Christians, the season of Advent anticipates the coming of Christ from three different
perspectives. “Advent anticipates the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, the ‘coming’ of his Spirit into
our hearts daily, and his coming in glory at the end of time.” (P.H. Pfatteicher)

At Plains we celebrate the four Sundays of Advent with the lighting of Advent Candles.
Although these candles can vary in themes, for the past several years, we’ve used the more
traditional themes: Peace, Hope, Joy and Love.

We use the traditional colors of Advent for the candles which is purple for three candles and pink
for one candle. Years ago, a Pope chose pink for the third Sunday in Advent to encourage a
lighter mood, a respite, if you will, from weeks of prayerful penitence and reflection to one of
joyous anticipation. At Plains we enjoy having families and individuals take part in the Advent
Candle Lighting Liturgy. Children & adults love lighting the candles!

Tradition holds that during Advent, Christmas carols are not appropriate since we are in a state
of reflection and preparation for Jesus’ birth. However, it is somewhat difficult to hold back
from singing the wonderful carols of the season! One reason for that difficulty is that there are
not many Advent-themed hymns. The other is that the Christmas season is so short. Christmas
Sunday which always follows December 25th or is on December 25th, does not usually have a
high attendance. We don’t want anyone to miss out on singing the carols, and celebrating the
real Reason for the Season, so we overlap Advent with Christmas music trusting that our
gracious God will not mind us blending the sacred seasons.

During Advent your church family anticipates the Coming of the Christ Child by holding events
which support St. Thomas- Elgin Christmas Care. From Soup and Sandwich Sunday (Advent 1)
to White Gift Sunday (Advent 2) to Christmas Care Packing (December 14). The Ladies Aid
Christmas dinner on December 10 will collect hygiene items for the Elgin St. Thomas Food



Bank (Caring Cupboard). In gratitude to God for every blessing, we are humbly grateful to be
able to share our gifts and resources and bring much needed Christmas joy to our neighbours.

As we and our loved ones journey through the season of Advent, may we find time amid the
hustle and bustle to be mindful that this season is difficult and painful for many people, for many
reasons. Let us be sensitive and caring to those who will be alone or grieving a recent loss this
Christmas.

As the Advent Season picks up speed and races to Christmas, may we carve out opportunities to
pause, to pray, to sing Carols and support our community. As we do, may we bring honour to the
three “comings” that our Faith commemorates and celebrates: Jesus birth, the rebirth of faith in
our hearts daily and Christ’s future coming: when all nations will live together peacefully and
creatures, with all Creation, will sing joyful Songs of Praise!

On a personal note, I want to warmly thank you for all your love, prayers and support to me as
we serve God together as the heart and hands of Christ. You and I stand at the threshold of a
special year: 2020 is the Plains’ 190th Anniversary and my 30th Anniversary as your Pastor-
Friend. If you have suggestions as to how we can memorialize and celebrate please speak to the
deacons or myself. In the meantime, may this Season be packed full of messages of LOVE for
you and yours.

Merry Christmas!


