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Pentecost 15 Prayers Sunday, September 13, 2020 

Celebrations 

Birthdays 

Monday, September 14   Eric Tucker 

Wednesday, September 16  Gary Somerville 

Sunday, September 20  Charlie Rewbotham 

Tuesday, September 22  Tom Lammiman 

Thursday September24  Dave Chesterfield 

Anniversaries 

September 17   Ken & Judy Jacklin 

September 20   Charlie & Betty Rewbotham 
 

Prayer Concerns

Vince Melvin 

Cathy (Barrett) Tredenick  

Betty Graham 

Judy Jacklin 

Wayne Dale 

Greg Lidster 

Rae Axford 

Marilyn Smith 

Marilyn Cartwright  

Ellen’s brother Bertus 

Bob Bell 

Jason Carnegie 

Phil Doyon 

Mary Underhill 

Cody 

Cannady Family 

Sally Paul 

Lillian, Gary Hartford & family 

Pastoral Prayer 

Today is Grandparents’ Day and so in our prayer we will give thanks for the gift of 

grandparents, great -grandparents, honorary grandparents and the elders in our families 

and in our church family.  We give thanks to God for the elders whose life stories, wisdom, 

faith example and personalities inform, inspire and enrich our lives day by day.  Let us 

pray: 

Gracious God in whom all families on earth find their name, we bring you our prayers with 

gratitude for all your blessings. We praise you for blessing and sustaining us in this time of 

pandemic and heightened anxieties.  For the measure of health that we enjoy, for the 

medical system and caregivers that support our well-being, for the mental health resources 

that are available on and offline; for leaders who are boldly leading with caution and 

compassion: thank you, God! 

We praise you for our schools, educators and support staff who are dedicated to teaching 

our children and grandchildren at some risk to their own health.  We pray that the 

measures put in place will be effective in protecting the most vulnerable among us from 

Covid 19.

Thank you for Canadians from coast to coast to coast who are showing by their example 

their love of neighbor.   We pray for those at high risk of infection. Those who are drug 

users, incarcerated, and those living in senior/ vulnerable adult care facilities.  We lift them 

up before you and pray that measures will be exercised to protect them as much as 

possible.   

Today is Grandparents day and we think of the elders in our families and church family 

who bless or have blessed our lives.  We think of the lessons they learned from living 
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through times of war, depression and epidemics.  We think of the technological changes 

and countless societal changes experienced over the course of long lives.   

 We pray for those today who are mourning the death of a beloved grandparent or great 

grandparent.  We also pray for those whose memories and experience of their grandparent 

are not positive.  Be their source of strength and healing, we pray. 

We pray for our elders in our church family, people we worship alongside and enjoy as 

friends and fellow pilgrims.  Like a mother eagle, watch over each one and shelter us all 

under your protective wings.  We pray for those named on our prayer concerns list and for 

others who are named in the silence of our hearts. 

Loving God, like a concerned grandparent, you want what is best for each one.  In our time 

of need, be our Rock and Fortress.  In our lonely hours, be our companion.  In our hour of 

suffering or fear, surround us with your peace that passes understanding.   

In the days ahead, Loving God, help us to follow the Way of Jesus—the way of loving our 

neighbor as ourselves and extending aid and support to the most vulnerable.  We think of 

the clients of our local Food bank.  May our support and resources assist individuals and 

families to stay healthy and maintain hope in these trying times.   

We also pray for our world; thinking of those lives endangered by wildfires, storms and 

human evil.  Thank you for your angels disguised as ordinary people who, in every place, 

work, give, pray and strive for justice.   May each of us remember that when we offer a cup 

of water in love, we are doing it to Christ.  We offer these and all our prayers his name.  

Amen 
Margaret with Grandpa Lynn D. Bell c.1958 
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Margaret with Grandparents, Bill & Annie Ronald c. l960   

 
Margaret’s paternal Grandmother, Maggie Bell (nee Tynan) age 16 years 

 
Gospel Matthew 18:  21-35 
 

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 

should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-

seven times. 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 

brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and 

children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, 

saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that 

slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 

fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 

owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 

you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his 

fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 

lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 

forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 

slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay 

his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.” 
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Pentecost 15 Sermon Sunday, September 13, 2020 

Scripture: Matthew 18: 21-35 

Sermon: FORGIVENESS IS NOT AN OPTION 

The Rev. Margaret Bell, Plains Baptist Church 

 

In the gospel lesson for today Matthew takes two teachings attributed to Jesus about 

forgiveness and places them beside each other. The teachings conclude a chapter that has 

stressed the importance of relationships, especially those within the community of Christ. 

The first teaching, comprised of just two verses, teaches us that forgiveness is not about 

keeping score. Do you keep score of the wrongs committed against you?  I don’t either! 

I have two friends, let's call them John and Mary.  They’ve enjoyed over 50 years of 

marriage. Many years ago, when I was just getting to know the couple, Mary mentioned 

that whenever John annoyed her she would bring up past incidents from early on in their 

relationship when John had wounded her feelings. Even though these misdeeds had 

nothing to do with the current situation, Mary would dredge up the past and use it as 

emotional ammunition to make her point. John just shook his head as she told me this. 

“That’s right. She's like an elephant. She never forgets.” 

Mary smiled and added: “Oh, I've forgiven him--- but I won't let him forget.” To people 

who tend to keep score when it comes to remembering past wrongs, the question Peter 

asked Jesus about forgiveness will make sense. “How many times must I forgive another 

member of the church who sins against me?” Let us remember that Matthew is framing 

these conversations in a way that spoke to the early church; his Christian brothers and 

sisters who were trying to figure out how to be Christ's followers in a post Easter world. 

We who are experiencing a pandemic for the first time are learning what it looks and feels 

like to be pioneers and explorers.  Like the opening words of the Star Trek T.V. series said, 

we are “boldly going where no man has gone before.” Well Matthew’s church community 

felt like that, too. 

For the first time, people who normally wouldn’t have mixed together in society were 

coming together and were trying to be loving toward each other. There was a mix of Jews 

and non- Jews, men and women, free people and slaves, well to do people and desperately 

poor people in the church community.  Such a disparate group of people had no hope of 

sharing God’s grace with the world if they could not learn to get along with each other 

first. So, in Matthew’s faith community, Jesus’ teachings on forgiveness were needed as 

they are still needed, today. 

In Matthew 18, we find the story of Peter asking Jesus a question about forgiveness. The 

Jewish law said that if someone offended a person, the person should forgive the offender 

up to 3 times for the same offence. Then, if that person persisted in repeating that offence, 

then the forgiver could consider their obligation to forgive OVER. 

Therefore, Peter thought he was going the extra mile and then some by offering to forgive 

his brother seven times.  That was four more times than was required by Jewish law. 

Surely that was enough! Jesus, however, was unimpressed by Peter’s largesse. “Not seven 

times, Peter, seventy-seven times.” The translation of the number isn’t crystal clear in the 

original Greek language. Jesus may have said, Peter, you must forgive seventy times seven, 

times or seventy-seven times.  Margie’s translation of the number:  Forgive until you lose 

count and then some. In other words, forgiveness isn't about keeping score or a count of 

how many times you’ve forgiven.  
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Forgiveness also isn't something you’re meant to forget; like the saying “you must forgive 

and forget.” One problem with that saying is that if you can’t forget, then you may think 

that you didn’t forgive. Maybe it helps to think of forgiveness in a more positive way: You 

can forgive and remember what you forgave and why. 

Forgiveness is more of a process than a goal. Whether or not we tend to keep score when it 

comes to forgiving, we know that forgiveness is an important moral and spiritual ideal. We 

all know that we should forgive.  

The major research on forgiveness tells us that forgiving is more about setting us free, than 

letting the other person off scot-free. We all know that some things and some people are 

easier to forgive than others. We also know that some things if or when they happened to us 

or, God forbid, to someone we love, can be almost impossible to forgive. Jesus understood 

this. He was human, like us. Jesus understood that forgiveness can be the hardest thing, 

and indeed maybe the last thing we want to do----because some people just don't deserve it. 

Take the example of the ungrateful servant in the parable that follows Jesus’ dialogue with 

Peter. 

First thing you need to know is that this parable is not a true-life story like was my story 

about John and Mary. In this parable, Jesus is free to use hyperbole which means 

‘exaggerated details’ in order to make his points. A servant owes his master 200 million 

dollars. First of all, what master would 

loan a lowly servant such an exorbitant amount of money. But remember, Jesus is 

exaggerating the details to make the point that the servant cannot possibly repay the debt. 

Rather than punishing his desperate servant, the master forgives the whole debt. Wow! 

You’d imagine that the servant would be so grateful and so relieved!  Yet, what does he do 

next? He immediately goes out 

and finds another servant who owes him $100. Servant #2 doesn't have the money and begs 

for patience. But servant #1 has servant #2 arrested and thrown into jail until he comes up 

with the $100 bucks. 

When the master hears about this situation, he is IRATE at his ungrateful servant for not 

paying his kindness forward. And so, he takes back his forgiveness and throws the man 

into jail until he pays the debt. He gives him a taste of his own medicine. 

Remember this is a story told with exaggerated images, so don't spend time wondering how 

two servants languishing prison could come up with a debt payment. Nor do we need to 

imagine the tortures to which Jesus was referring. We don’t need to imagine, because we 

know the discomfort, even pain we feel when we fail to forgive someone or when we are not 

forgiven. Resentment, anger, hurt, disappointment can fester within us and cause mental or 

physical harm. 

Forgiveness denied can shape our choices, not always in a good way.  It can seriously 

damage and even end relationships. Harboured guilt can give us ulcers or worse.  

Self-punishment can be torture. 

But that’s not the part of the story on which Jesus wants us to focus. He wants us to focus 

on the freedom that forgiveness offers. The act of forgiving is the one and only thing in this 

story that resolved the problem of the debts. We can also surmise from this story that the 

greater the debt or the wrong, the more wondrous and freeing forgiveness is for both 

parties involved!  Have you forgiven a significant wrong perpetrated against you? Do you 

remember how freeing that gift of grace felt? Jesus ends this parable by saying that God 
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expects us to forgive our brother and sister from our hearts. God wants us to experience 

how it feels to be freed from resentments, anger, and hurt. 

This is not the first or only time that Jesus impresses upon his disciples that forgiveness is 

the hall mark of God’s kingdom. Remember how Jesus taught his disciples to pray “...and 

forgive us our sins as we forgive them that trespass against us.” 

Where God’s true nature is represented inside the parable of the unforgiving servant is in 

the master’s willingness to forgive the huge, unpayable debt owed to him. Surely the 

message given to Matthew’s fledgling church community struggling to bond is that God in 

Christ has forgiven all their sins.  So, with gratitude for such amazing grace they must 

extend that same grace toward their Christian brothers and sisters. 

The reason I think why forgiveness is such a big deal for God is because God knows that 

human beings cannot possibly become fully who we were created to be – in God’s image—

if the residual effects of unforgiving are allowed to fester and infect our souls.  

Resentments, anger and hurts keep part of us imprisoned and stifles our freedom to be 

loving and selfless servants of God. 

But life lived in imperfect and fragile bodies means that we cannot avoid being wronged or 

avoid wronging others sometimes. Sometimes forgiveness is easy because the wrong is 

slight or because responsibility is taken for it. The way to forgiveness of even a major 

wrong can be made easier if there is sincere remorse followed by an expression of 

restitution. What we should remember when we are tempted to not forgive either a slight 

or a hurtful wrong, is the lesson of Jesus parable, which boiled down to its essence is this: 

For Christians, citizens of God’s kingdom, forgiveness is not an option. In God’s kingdom, 

forgiveness is not just a standard, it’s a mandate. Forgiveness is the hallmark, the touchstone 

of what it means to belong in God’s beloved community. 

The Christian’s life is about paying forward the love and forgiveness which we’ve received 

from God, without deserving it. God’s forgiveness is a free and wildly generous gift. And if 

we fully appreciate and welcome that gift, then as hard as it will be at times, forgiving 

others and forgiving ourselves is the only way to roll. 

One of the experiences that is perhaps the hardest for us to deal with is forgiving someone 

who has hurt someone we care about. Even if they’ve apologized or shown remorse, it’s 

hard to rid ourselves of the anger we feel, when their name or painful event is mentioned. 

It’s hard to free ourselves from emotional litter that sticks against the walls of our hearts. 

Peter knew well of that emotional litter. He hoped that forgiving 7 times would make it go 

away. Jesus knew Peter. And he knows us.  He knows what it can cost us to forgive.  But 

the cost of not forgiving is greater.  

At the beginning of the sermon, I pointed out how Matthew took two teachings attributed 

to Jesus on forgiveness and put them alongside each other. He did so to emphasize the 

importance of relationships in Christ’s body, the church and that forgiveness is the 

hallmark of God’s reign. 

Since God has lavishly extended forgiveness to us, so let us pay that forgiveness forward. 

How can we forgive and do so with an attitude of gratitude? Sometimes a ritual, a symbolic 

action, helps us deal with whatever is going on inside us. 

Just as Matthew placed two stories side by side, so I invite you to place two sheets of paper 

side by side in front of you now. You’ll need a pen, too. I invite you to think of an 

experience of hurt, anger or pain that you harbour towards someone --- someone that you 
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feel that you must forgive but find it hard to forgive. Write their name on down on that 

piece of paper. 

Then on another piece of paper write down a wrong that you’ve committed against 

someone else. Write down an emotion that describes how you feel about that now.  Maybe 

you feel mad? sad? disappointed? ashamed? Then place the two papers beside each other. 

Forgiving ourselves can be harder to forgive, so let’s go to page 2 first. Beneath the wrong 

that you committed and the feeling it engenders write: “God, thank you for forgiving me.  

Help me to forgive myself”. And then on page one, beneath the wrong committed against 

you, write: “God, thank you for forgiving me.  Help me to forgive her/him/them.”  Take a 

few moments to reflect on your prayers. Take them in.  Then, when you are ready, tear up 

both pages. Put the litter in the trash and place your pain in the nail scarred hands of 

Jesus. Let it go, and be free! 

------------------------------- 

Let us pray. 

God of Jesus, thank you for loving us with a love that is everlasting and overflowing with 

forgiveness. Thank you for Jesus who, on the day he poured out his life for love  spoke 

these words of forgiveness. “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” In 

gratitude for your forgiveness that is so important to you and to us that you would send 

Jesus to tell us so, we bring our resentments, anger and guilt and offer them up as 

tarnished treasure. Help us to leave that treasure in your loving hands. Touch us with your 

grace and heal our hearts, that we may pay forward the blessing of forgiveness. So may 

your kingdom come and your will be done in our lives and on earth---- as it is in heaven. 

Amen 
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