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Drive By Praise Parade at the church on Sunday afternon, October 18, 2020
celebrating First Yarmouth Plains Baptist Church’s 190 ANNIVERSARY
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PRAYER CONCERNS
To protect the privacy concerns of our families, friends, neighbours and church
family, it is requested that before names are submitted to the Pastor for prayer,
or are put on the Plain Facts prayer list, permission be sought and granted from
the individuals to be named, or from family members who have been given
express permission to speak on their behalf.
Cathy Tredenick
Marilyn Cartwright
Dave & Janet Stewart
Ray Martin
Vince Melvin
Carol Maes
Ashley & family
Cannady Family
Jason Carnegie
Sally Paul
Rae Axford
Mary Joan
Family of Nina Andelin Ariaratnan

Heather Crafts
Milton Springer
Larry Mizon
Cody
Marilyn Smith
Family of Branden Pettit

Pete Schellenberger
Family of Marietta Roberts
Betty Graham
Mary Underhill
Phil Doyon
Family of Jane Gagne

Sunday Scripture Readings

Nov 01 - All Saints Day
Matthew 5: 1 - 12
Revelation 7: 9 - 17
Psalm 34: 1 - 10; 22

Nov 08
Psalm 78: 1 - 7
Joshua 24: 1-3a; 14-25
Matthew 25: 1 - 13

Nov 22-Reign of Christ Sunday
Matthew 25: 31 - 46
Psalm 100
Ephesians 1: 15 - 23

Nov 15
Psalm 123
Judges 4: 1 - 7
Matthew 25: 14 - 30

Nov 29-Advent 1
Isaiah 64: 1 - 9
Psalm 80: 1-7; 17 - 19
1 Corinthians 1: 3 - 9
Mark 13: 24 - 37

In Sympathy
The Plains family extend our sincere sympathy to Bill and Danielle Ralf and family at the passing of Bill's
nephew, Branden Pettit as a result of a skateboarding accident in Port Stanley. Branden was 15 years old
and in grade 10. His parents are Christopher Pettit and Ange Ralf. Brendan had the rare AB blood type and
his parents agreed to donate his organs to help save lives and so honor his brief but wonderful life. They also
plan to advocate for a sign to be placed on George Street hill in Port Stanley to discourage people from
cycling or skateboarding down it. A foundation is being started in Branden's name called Lid Up 4 Branden
that will advocate for people of all ages to wear helmets while skateboarding or cycling. May many accidents
be prevented and lives saved by Branden's example so that other families and children will not have to live
through such wrenching loss. The Ralf and Pettit family is in our hearts and prayers. Pastor Margaret Bell
The Plains family extend our sincere sympathy to the family of Marietta Roberts who died on October 4, in
her 78th year. Dear sister of Thomas Lynn Roberts (late Valerie), Evangeline Little (Ray) and David Roberts
(Marie), Marietta was a teacher, a lawyer, a judge, a MPP and she was extensively involved in the life and
government of her community. She was an avid traveler. She will be greatly missed.
The Plains Church family extends our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to Leena and Carl Sibley and family at
the death of Leena’s younger sister, Nina Andelin Ariaratnan, in London on Wednesday, October 21. She
was 57 years. Nina is survived by two loving sons, Matt and Jacob and by her siblings and their families.
She was greatly loved and will be dearly missed by all who knew her. She is now in a place of peace and
light in the presence of her loving God.
Pastor Margaret Bell
We extend our sympathy to Rheal Gagne and sons Eric, Steve and families at the death of a loving wife and
mother Jane Gagne, our neighbor to the west of the church who passed away on October 23. Jane will be
missed by her family and by all her neighbours.
Pastor Margaret Bell
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EVENTS FOR NOVEMBER ARE CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19 CONCERNS
and the strict and necessary requirements of the Medical Officer of Health for our health, safety and wellbeing.
Nov 01 Sun
Daylight Saving Time ends
Nov 08 Sun

REMEMBERING SUNDAY

On this day, when we honour those who have
fought for our country and our freedom, it's hard to
find the words to express just what they have given
each and every one of us.
So instead, we've turned to those who came before
us — some speaking to heal a nation, others trying
to make sense of the impossible events that had just occurred.
Remembrance Day isn't just about war and those we've lost, but about ideals and what we stand for.
It's about respecting our past and looking hopefully forward, and more than anything, thanking those
who have served.
Nov 15 Sun

Caring Cupboard Sunday. Visit their website:
St.Thomas Elgin Food Bank for information or to donate.

Contact information :
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 20025, St. Thomas, ON N5P 4H4
Phone: 519-633-5308
E-mail: stthomaselginfoodbank@gmail.com
Manager: Karen M. McDade
Hours: Mondays and Thursdays 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tuesdays noon – 3:30 p.m.

Bob and Donna Limon

Margie Bell, Dan and Shirley Dale
Photos by Sherri Doner

Thanks so much for the lovely pink card and yellow bouquet I received today
(September 23) . It helped to brighten my day knowing I’m being thought about as
Cathy adjusts to her new environment.
Madge Barrett
On behalf of Gary and our family, we Thank you, our church family and friends for
the donation to the A.L.S. Society in memory of Melody Sylvester. Her support team were a blessing over the
years. Thanks for the cards and phone calls which helped to lighten the loss of Mel. It will take time for the
family to adjust to Mel’s passing but, as Gary says, “It was time”. God Bless.
Lillian Hartford

Thank you to my Plains family for the Fall arrangement of flowers which I received for my
70th Birthday Day (October 11). They really picked up my spirits!
Rona Wilson

Thank You to Barb..the flower lady who brings such joy in her bouquets on behalf of my
church family. The very cheery bouquet of Gerber daisies brightened both my 96th birthday
(October 6) and my room after my 8 day hospital stay. Thank you to Margie for your
beautiful prayers while I was in hospital. I am doing well now.
Jean Lammiman
To our Plains Church family, you make us feel special. The flowers are so beautiful. Thank you so much
also for the cards received. The flowers lasted so well through my dental surgery recovery and our (65th)
wedding anniversary. (October 15)
Vera and Ray Martin
To My Plains Family and Margie, Thank you for the beautiful vase of Gerber daisies I received after my fall.
They helped to cheer up my days while I was recovering. Love to all.
Marion Maynard

Thanks Plains Family for the beautiful fresh bouquet of flowers. Turning 70 has been quite
a celebration. I am thankful for all my family and friends. God Bless You. Keep happy
and healthy.
WendyLessard

Thank you to our Plains Family for the beautiful bouquet of flowers we received for our 50th Anniversary
(October 3). Also, a very warm thank you for all the lovely cards and phone calls.
Louise and Michael Sargeant
A man took his son to a grocery store, but as soon as they walked in the store the young child began to
throw a temper tantrum. While they went down each aisle the child would yell, throw items in and out of
the cart, and overall just be an annoyance.
Despite the scene his son was causing, the father was cool and collected, slowly and calmly saying, "Don't
worry, Donald. It'll be alright, Donald, we'll be home soon."
A nearby mother was very impressed with the father's self control, and wanted to express her
gratitude for such calm parenting. "Sir, I'm amazed that you are able to be so calm! It's not every day I
see such patient and gracious parenting. Now little guy, what seems to be the problem, Donald?"
"Oh no, ma'am, you're mistaken!" The father interjected, "This is my son, Henry. I'm Donald!"

1st
6th
6th
6th
9th
9th
14th
15th

Hailey Noble
Jessica Axford
Carolyn Plaunt
Margaret Bell
Matthew McCarthy
Evan Plaunt
Christopher Nicolle
Betty Lidster

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
16th Eric Plaunt
17th Betty Shelley-Wiebe
17th Tim Barrett
17th Leilah Sibley
18th Emma Greenslade
18th George Lidster
20th Carter Ruddock
21st Milt Springer (89)
22nd Carol Maes

23rd
25th
27th
27th
29th
30th

Mary Lou Pearson
Nicholas Dale
Cameron Dale
Liam Bradley
Floyd Axford
Ollie Perry (94)

Cupcakes were handed out
Pastor Bell holding her “site supervisor” hard hat.
Photo by Mike Hensen, Post Media Network

Cupcake and balloon stewards, Gracie, Eric and Emma

Sunday School children made posters. This
one was created by Clare
Photos by Sherri Doner
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Pastor Margie Bell, Deacons Joanne O’Drowsky, John
Gibbons, Wayne Dale and Betty Rewbotham presenting
gifts from the Deacons in honour of Margie's 30 years as
preacher, leader and friend of the Plains Church family.
The gifts included earrings and a decorative wall hanger.
Photos by Phyllis Huffman

Edith Norton, Elsie Walker and Nancy Millman with the
quilt which is for sale by the Ladies Aid
Photo by Betty Rewbotham

A number of people asked about purchasing the Acorn Oak leaf masks that were worn on Sunday. I have
contacted the supplier and they are willing to make more masks for us. The cost will be $12.43- tax
included. If you would like 1or 2 or more please let me know by email OR phone . They may make a
memorable gift. (Very soft material ). Maybe on our 1st Sunday back we could all wear them to church!
My Email is b.rewbotham@gmail.com Phone 519-280-0595. I need to know the number of masks to
Order by Nov 11th.
Betty Rewbotham
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C.B.O.Q. ASSEMBLY 2020
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was determined that Canadian Baptists of
Ontario and Quebec were unable to hold an in-person Annual Meeting during 2020. On
September 30th a virtual meeting of 2019 delegates was held to amend CBOQ By-Laws
to permit virtual meetings. This amendment passed by 87% and the virtual Annual
Meeting was set for October 22nd, 2020.
The Board of Deacons requested that I represent Plains Baptist Church as the
2020 delegate. On October 22nd the virtual Annual Meeting was held with 459
delegates registered which represented 175 member Churches and Associations.
All CBOQ Board reports were accepted and approved. The 2019 final budget, the
2020 revised budget and the 2021 proposed budget were all approved.
Pastors who have gone to be with their Lord were honoured during a memorial
moment. The Over 40 Club welcomed 9 new members. Four new churches were
welcomed as well as 31 new CBOQ pastors. Reports from all Ministry Partners were
available in the 2019 Annual Report and were approved. The Nominating Committee
report was also approved.
Rob Denhoed was installed as the new President of CBOQ.
It was a very different but extremely well-run Assembly. It is hoped that
Assembly 2021 will be able to be held in-person.
Louise Sargeant

Parade Marshal Floyd Axford aboard his
John Deere tractor

Leena Sibley and Stephen Plaunt distribute
Sunday School material
Photos by Sherri Doner

FIRST YARMOUTH BAPTIST CHURCH FINANCIAL STATEMENT
as of 31st of October, 2020

Income
Expenses
Net Gain(Loss)
Balance end of 2019
Balance as at /20
10/31/20

General Fund
75,257.04
72,031.73
3,225.31
50,208.97
53,434.28

Missions Communion Fund Sunday School
2,958.20
2,329.61
415.00
2,958.20
2,195.71
405.00
0.00
133.90
10.00
0
444.39
0.00
0.00

578.29

10.00

Totals
80,959.85
77,590.64
3,369.21
50,653.36
54,022.57

1. The General Fund shows a net gain as of the 31st of October, 2020 of $3,225.31.
Grass cutting has been paid up to June, 2020. There have been no janitorial services since mid-March.
2. Missions income as of the 31st of October, 2020 totalled $2,958.20. That amount
has been forwarded to CBOQ and CBM. This amount is made up as follows: CBOQ - General Budget $1,538.50; CBOQ Local Missions - $180.00; CBM - General Budget - $904.70, and CBM Sharing Way
undesignated - $191.00. One hundred and forty-four dollars ($144.00) has been sent to CBM for the
Lebanon crisis and those funds have been matched by the Canadian government.
3. The Communion fund had a net gain at the 31st of October, 2020 of $133.90.
There is an amount from previous years of $444.39, leaving a balance in the Communion Fund of $578.29.
4. The designated Sunday School amount as at the 31st of October, 2020 was $415.00. The balance
will be paid to the Sunday school Treasurer at the end of the 4th quarter.
5. The Future Projects Fund as at the 31st of October, 2020 totals $20,770.25, which includes $2,500 from the Plains
Social Committee and $2,500 from the Plains Ladies Aid for the renovation project. Expenses to date total
$18,979.72. That total includes paying the audio/visual supplier-installer's invoice, building materials for the
renovations to the front of the sanctuary, taping and mudding the sanctuary, finish painting the sanctuary,
as well as touch up paint in Oak Hall and the furnace room. That leaves a balance of $1790.53 in the Future
Projects Fund. The monitor is installed in Oak Hall, but we are awaiting the mixer for Oak Hall.
The cabinet for the mixer for the sanctuary is complete. There will be some incidental costs for the installation
of the oak panels at the front of the sanctuary. That should be completed soon.
Donations are still gratefully accepted for the project.
Respectfully Submitted
Shirley E. Dale, Treasurer
I would like to personally thank the very generous donors who continue to send in their donations to my address, or
by etransfer or through Canada Helps. You are the people who will ensure that Plains Church will continue to have
a presence on the Oak Plains of the old Yarmouth Township after its 190th anniversary and beyond.
Keep the faith. We will get through this! God's love to all of you!
Stay safe and stay healthy!
The email address to send e-transfers to, is:
northridgesd@gmail.com
Mailing Address: 44694 Fruit Ridge Line, R. R. # 5,
St. Thomas, ON N5P 3S9
Thank you for your financial support

Pastor’s Page
The Plains 190th Anniversary of October 18, 2020 is in the history books! The Drive -By Praise Parade was a
wonderful and appropriate event, given the times in which we are living! One of the most gratifying aspects of
the event was the number of participants (80+) who did your part to make it a true Plains Family Celebration!
This is a list of the people involved in making the event happen, safely and happily! If I’ve missed any names, I
apologize.
OUR THANKS TO:
 Deacons Betty Rewbotham, Wayne Dale, Joanne O’Drowsky & John Gibbons for planning the event
with me, and greeting all the folks as we stood under the canopy.
 Deacon Betty for making a ‘hundred’ phone calls, lining up the media, ordering cupcakes and checking
other assorted vital details, including ordering a few cool Plains masks
 Emma J Wilcox, Gracie McPherson, her friends, Paige & Charly, and Eric Tucker who handed out
balloons to the children and the delicious, pretty cupcakes
 Karen Cook for providing the colorful balloons
 Leena Sibley and Stephen Plaunt who handed out Sunday School material
 Leena Sibley for all the cute cut out sheep on the lawn and the scarecrow Shepherdess figure who
lovingly overlooked the proceedings.
 to the traffic control team: Charlie Rewbotham, Jackson and Jeff Wilcox for keeping everyone safe on
the roadway
 Sherry Graham, Amy Dale and Wendy Lessard who recorded church music to be played as vehicles
passed under the canopy
 Sherri Doner for taking photographs
 Phyllis Huffman for videoing the event and pre-recording the music
 Floyd Axford, our honorary Parade Marshal, and longest time active member who led the parade on his
John Deere Tractor
 Ladies Aid who displayed a quilt created by Elsie Walker and quilted by the Knotty Quilters. It’s for
sale!
 Plains Social Committee for covering the major expenses
 Rona Wilson for decorating the church and Dayna’s Oak with festive orange bows
 Barb Axford, our flower lady, who supplied bright yellow mums to grace the front door.
 Malcolm Rust for getting permission from the media for us to use their photos
 Martin & Faneeza Proulx for managing the church website
 Grandma's Kitchen, Aylmer for baking the festive individually packaged cupcakes.
 Times-Journal and Aylmer Express for covering this historic milestone in the life of our church and our
Plains community!
 80+ church family who patiently waited in line and then paraded past the church with smiles beaming
beneath those face coverings!
 AND ABOVE ALL, we are grateful to our gracious
God for the precious gift of our church, church family and
the leaders of our communities and country who take the
pandemic crisis seriously.
After the parade passed by, the deacons committee
presented me with a gift and a card to mark my 30th
Anniversary as Pastor of the church. I was presented with
silver acorn earrings and an Oak Leaf-shaped wall hook for
the Office. Because of Covid19 restrictions we were not
able to be together for this moment but there will come a
day!

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all your support, gifts and prayers! You're the best!
For many years, Remembrance Day commemorations have been marked at Plains on the Sunday nearest
November 11. We have respectfully named it Remembering Sunday. Sadly, due to the pandemic situation
Remembering Sunday will not be the same this year. I urge you to mark Remembrance Day however you can;
safely! Over the 30 years of my time with you we were pleased to have Murray Duncan, who had been a
Private in the Canadian forces during WWII, speak to the children on a few Remembering Sundays. During
one of those talks I recall that he spoke about what a day was like for the ordinary soldier. Murray gifted the
church with a replica set of his medals from his time of service and we are grateful for them and for our
memories of him. For the past several years, since his retirement from active service, Wayne Dale has taken an
active role in Remembering Sunday services. Wayne’s talks with the children and his salutes during the singing
of the anthem are always moving and meaningful. I recall that following the events of September 11, 2001, I
interviewed Wayne one Sunday during Sermon time. He shared some of his stories and memories from his
rewarding service as a Canadian Forces Peacekeeper.
In 2006, Wayne contacted me with a special request. He said that he
would be receiving his Peace Keeping Medal and he had options as to
how it would be presented to him. He told me that he wanted to
receive his medal from his Plains Church family and from me, his
Padre. Wayne has called me Padre ever since I came to the church. I
never had the heart to tell him that it meant, ‘Father’. When he found
it out, he apologized, admitting that he hadn’t thought about it. In
Wayne’s soldiering experience, all chaplains in the military are called
Padre. I assured Wayne that I had realized his reasoning, and
considered it a compliment.
On May 7, 2006, the church family circled the sanctuary and we
passed the Peace Keeping Medal from hand to hand around the circle
until it reached Wayne and me. We were thrilled to have Wayne’s twin brother, Wynn present and taking part
by reading Psalm 23. Big brother Dan Dale and Wayne’s dear daughter Kathryn along with Malcolm Rust,
Edith Norton and Linda Cummings read prayers for peace during the service. I remember feeling very
emotional as I watched the medal being passed along that circle; each person silently praying a blessing upon it.
I remember later seeing a photo of me pinning the medal on Wayne’s jacket. He had to bend down a bit and I
had to reach up A LOT to pin it on. That service was definitely one of the highlights of my time as your Pastor!
Thankfully, Wayne returned home from his tours of duty; which had their scary and dangerous moments. But
many of Canada’s soldiers did not return home. Many who did return were scarred on the inside and on the
outside from their war time experiences. We will remember them all on November 11 along with the civilian
populations overseas and in Canada who sacrificed much to gain cherished freedoms. On November 11 let us
thank God for the nation in which we live, the measure of peace that we enjoy, and democratic systems that still
require defending. Let us always be ready to answer the call; the call from God to be Christ’s peacemakers: in
our homes, communities, nation and world.
Lest we forget.

