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Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021 Prayers, Scripture, Sermon 

Morning Prayer 

Easter God, we lift up our prayers to you, though our collective voices are muted.  Our Alleluias 

in the face of a world pandemic are spoken a bit quieter, our songs are softened by our solitude 

and the desire to keep others safe lest our breath carry germs. 

Our wonder at the empty tomb of Jesus is tinged with sadness as we remember the millions who 

have died or been forever affected by this invasive pestilence. Even though sorrow, pain, 

violence and injustice are always with us, the past year has been different. 

The pandemic, while revealing human angels among us, caregivers, essential workers, scientists, 

family members, neighbors, friends and strangers, it has also revealed evils that have been under 

the radar, including white supremacy and bigotry. Forgive us, Easter God, for humanity’s self-

serving needs to obtain power, wealth and prominence rather than practice compassion, 

generosity and humble service.  

In silence we offer our personal prayers for ourselves and for our broken world. 

We are grateful God that as long as there is life, there is hope! May Easter’s promise of new life 

and fresh beginnings be mirrored by our actions and words. Cleanse our hearts, O God, and 

make us new. We pray for those named on our prayer list, for their families and their caregivers.    

Silent prayers 

May your Spirit that raised Jesus to life enliven them and help them to cope, to heal and to find 

hope in whatever circumstance they are living. May the assurance of your presence and peace 

surround those who are grieving or lonely or feeling discouraged. 

We pray for our church family.  Silent Prayers  

Thank you for each person and every family.  We miss being together and worshipping you in 

your sanctuary! Thank you for the spiritual gifts, skills and qualities that each of our sisters and 

brothers in faith use to bless our congregation, our community and your world. We pray that our 

donations given to the local Food bank and other supportive agencies will bring hope, as well as 

provision for many folks in our community. 

We think of people who in the past or present have been so generous to us—with their words of 

friendship, offers of help, caring phone calls or texts, errands to the grocery store or rides to 

appointments. May your blessing fall on them, O God, like Spring showers, drenching them with 

joy. May their loving example encourage us to pay it forward to bless others, in your Name. For 

after all, all that we have and are, find their source in bounty of your goodness and awesome 

grace to us. Alleluia. 

Risen Christ, as you walked with your disciples on the road to Emmaus, walk with us as we  

journey through what we dearly hope are the last weeks of a pandemic.  Whatever struggles, 

challenges or opportunities face us, we know that we are never alone! Thank you, O Christ for 

every day that we have to praise you and bear witness to your life in us and in others!  Thank 

you, Easter God for hearing our prayers, even though, this year our voices are whispered, and our 

praises are whispered, not shouted. Alleluia. Amen 

 

Easter Gospel  Mark 16:  1-8a; 9-11 

1 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day 

of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one 
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another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they 

looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As 

they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right 

side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for 

Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the 

place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to 

Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the 

tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they 

were afraid. a  

9 Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary 

Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. She went out and told those who 

had been with him, while they were mourning and weeping. But when they heard that he 

was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it. 

Epistle Acts 10: 34-43 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but 

in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You 

know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 

Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 

that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and 

allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 

and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach 

to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 

dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Sermon:  PLAYING FAVOURITES 

 

Are you the favourite in your family? Maybe you are the wrong person to ask. 

I was my mother’s favourite daughter— but that was because I was her only daughter. She 

also had a favourite son--- for the same reason. But my parents did not play favourites 

when it came to raising their kids. Probably because of the age difference between us, my 

brother and I didn’t engage in typical sibling rivalry. We both wanted our parent’s 

approval but we didn’t feel the need to compete for it. 

Favouritism, when it plays out within a family setting can create a host of problems. 

Sometimes the harm goes unseen for years before it  surfaces in resentment, estrangement 

or fracture.  

The Bible gives us several examples of parental favouritism run amuck. Consider the 

famous and time-less sibling rivalries of Jacob and Esau, Joseph and his brothers and 

the prodigal son and his elder brother. Having said that, playing at having favourites can 

be harmless. It’s fun!  Do you remember when there were just six hockey teams in the 
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NHL? Whenever, Toronto and Montreal played against one another my Dad sided with 

Montreal while my brother cheered for Toronto. Mom was mostly indifferent.  She just 

listened to the game while she knitted. I didn’t really have a favourite. I tended to side with 

whatever team was leading the scoring. (I don’t like to lose.) 

Preferring something over something else is a regular part being human. We have our 

favourite colors, songs, pairs of shoes, vehicles, or pets.   Our favourites show others 

something of who we are,  what we value, and with whom we identify.  Within certain 

categories of human interactions, choosing among many to find a favourite is expected 

and acceptable. A spouse. A friend. A sports team. A side in a game. A place of 

employment. A school. However, in relationships where equal treatment is 

both expected and anticipated, playing favourites can make those who are left out  

feel less---less worthy, less valued, less loved.  Earlier I asked if you were the favourite in 

the family? Well, maybe you weren’t. Maybe you were the black sheep, or believed that you  

were for some reason. How did that make you feel? Alone?  Resentful? Different?  

Playing favourites.   I would venture an opinion, here and say that playing favourites 

in the sense of dividing people up into us versus them,  was not God’s original intention for 

humanity. However, humanity, in general chose to project our penchant for preferences 

upon the Almighty. And so in Holy Writ we find a people, a nation, who become convinced 

that they were special. They were God’s chosen people. The evidence for this was made 

clear to them, through a series of covenants that God made with  Abraham and his 

descendants. But lest the chosen people feel that they had exclusive rights to God’s favour, 

God sent prophets to clarify their mission. 
6  “I am the LORD; oI have called you1 in righteousness; 

I will take you by the hand and keep you; 

I will give you pas a covenant for the people, 
qa light for the nations.  Isaiah 42:6 

Israel’s mission was not to Lord it over the nations, boasting about being God’s chosen and 

his favorites. They were to be a light, that is, they were to set an example, modeling a more 

righteous way of living for other nations to admire to adopt, and to influence —because in 

God’s eyes, gentiles were God’s chosen people, too. 

 
As one commentator put it, prior to Abraham, all of Jesus’ ancestors were gentiles. And as 

Matthew’s gospel tells us, Jesus’ lineage included notable non-Jews, who also happened to 

be women. Women seldom fit into any ‘favourite’ categories, at least not ones that were 

beneficial to them. Hagar the mother of Ishmael, Abraham’s 

son who is recognized as the spiritual father of Islam. There is Ruth the Moabitess, who 

was the grandmother of King David. There is Rahab the prostitute from Jericho who 

bravely hid Joshua’s spies. And there is Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother. This is all to point 

out that as much as human beings like to play favourites and project that affinity upon 

God, God refuses to be put in that box. Instead, God prefers to call up people who do not 

fit our established “favourites” categories be the messengers of God’s grace, light, love, 

justice, healing and hope in the world. Just look at the people with whom God entrusted 

the greatest news of all time:  the raising of Jesus from the tomb on Easter day. 

Women and the men who had deserted Jesus in his time of need. Among those men was 

Peter, who denied that he knew Jesus, not once, not twice but three times in the space of an 

hour. In all the gospels, women were the first to see the empty tomb. They were not special 

https://www.esv.org/Is41.9
https://www.esv.org/Isaiah+42:6;Isaiah+49:6;Isaiah+52:10;Isaiah+60:3;John+8:12;Acts+13:47;Acts+26:23/#f1-
https://www.esv.org/Is49.6%3BIs49.8
https://www.esv.org/Lk2.32
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women:  they were not wealthy, or well-known, or notorious. They were just women.  They 

may have had modest incomes.  Luke tells us that some of the women who followed 

Jesus supported him financially. But they were not movers and shakers in their 

community. And given that they were female, their testimonies would not be legitimate in a 

court of law. Women were third class citizens. Even though Mark’s gospel states that the 

women upon hearing the glorious message from the 

young man said nothing to anyone for fear—you can bet that their tongues were also tied 

because they knew as, sadly, many women know today—that their stories would not be 

believed. 

Think of Mary Magdalene.  In the addendum to Mark’s gospel, in chapter 16:9 it says that 

Jesus had healed her of seven demons. No one knows for sure, the nature of her illness, but 

it sounded severe. Who would trust the word of woman who had been so ill—invaded by an 

evil force.  Answer:  God did. God entrusted the most amazing, life-changing, soul- shifting 

event in human history to a woman— to a woman who had been healed of a very severe, 

scary illness. And this woman, along with other women, eventually overcame their terror 

and the knowledge that they would be disbelieved— with Peter and the other disciples. 

Peter who may have once perceived that he was Jesus’ favourite because he professed his 

loyalty and devotion loudest, was still reeling from his three-fold denials that he’d ever 

known Jesus. 

On Easter day, it’s safe to say, Peter was not feeling favoured or chosen or special at all, 

but sad, wretched, and guilt-ridden. He had failed Jesus and himself ----and God----big-

time. So, to whom did the young man at the tomb instruct Mary and the others to tell their 

amazing, heart-bursting, terrifying news? 

“But go and tell his disciples -- and Peter” he said. Imagine how Peter felt when he got that 

message: “He has been raised.  He is not here.”  

The Book of Acts picks up the story of Peter and the disciples as they preached, healed, 

travelled and suffered as they shared the death-shattering, life-giving news that God had 

raised Jesus to life and  the same Spirit that raised him now resided  

in all—all who believed in his name. // 

Peter didn’t get what the little word ‘all’ really meant until he received a vision from God. 

In that vision God presented a famished Peter with a menu that included non-kosher food. 

When Peter refused to eat, God said, “Peter, don’t call unclean that which I have declared 

to be clean.” 

And then right after he awoke from his dream, Peter was invited to the home of a gentile, a 

Roman centurion who lived in Caesarea. Peter opened his mouth to reply with “I’m sorry 

but Jews cannot enter the homes of gentiles” …and then remembered his vision. He went to 

Cornelius’s home and learned that God had told him to send for Peter. 

That was the moment when Peter understood that Jesus was not just the Messiah for one 

nation, or one people. Jesus was Lord of All.   

“Then Peter began to speak to them:  I truly understand that 

God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone 

who reveres God and then does what is right is 

acceptable to God. You know the message he sent 

to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jseus Christ. 

He is lord of all. Acts 10: 34 -46 
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Jesus is Lord! It is the proclamation that Baptists have historically listed as #1 in our list of 

Baptist principles. But in our day, as it was for Peter and Mary Magdalene and the 

disciples of their day, we are challenged to reflect, wrestle and try to understand how a 

risen Savior challenges our perception of the way that Jesus is Lord of all. 

For centuries, the Christian church has interpreted its calling to go into the world to make 

disciples  as if the Church, somehow, was God’s favourite. The problem with being the 

favourite, as we’ve discovered in some areas of our living and in   the wider culture, is that 

playing favorites is a dangerous game. It invariably sows seeds of resentment, prejudice 

and friction between individuals, groups, religious faiths, and nations. 

One thing that the pandemic experience has taught us is about the importance of the 

concept we can sum up in the word, ALL. “We are ALL in this together” became the  

key phrase of the health crisis that started a year and a bit ago. And as we wrestle with the 

implications of this situation that has affected All; other  issues have risen to the surface  

that requires us to address; issues like climate change, white supremacy, anti-semitism, and 

violence against women. Some Christians don’t believe that the Church 

is called to wrestle with these earthly issues— We should keep our focus on individual 

morality and getting a free pass to heaven on Jesus. And some Christians still believe that 

Jesus as Lord of all means that any who don’t ascribe exactly to the Christian’s creed are 

not God’s favourites. They are wrong.  They are going to hell in a hand basket. 

But in recent years, as the world has grown closer and smaller and people have been 

introduced to  other faiths and lifestyles as embodied  in neighbors, in-laws, children, and 

friends--- many Christians sense that God is replaying Peter’s vision to our 21st century 

church. Nothing that God makes clean shall we name unclean. Although it may seem a touch 

heretical to suggest it, perhaps the Christian mantra needs to adjust a tad to reflect the 

Jesus that Peter knew, and who Mary Magdalene adored. Jesus during his life of ministry 

was a servant to All. Jesus, when he was raised from the Dead became a Saviour FOR ALL. 

Jesus didn’t live his life with blinders on to the real life needs around him, nor did he play 

favourites when it came to who was in and who was out of God’s kingdom, not even as he 

hung dying on his cross. 

His prayer of forgiveness was for all who put him there, friend and foe, Roman and 

Pharisee, Jew and Gentile. Jesus came to bring the light of hope and new life TO ALL-- 

the sinners and the saints, the poor and the rich, the women and the men,  the Jews and the 

gentiles, the slaves and the free. The Jesus that Peter and Mary knew and loved didn’t play 

favourites--- He came, he served, he died and he rose so that all of us would find come 

together, as one human family--- to find our place at God’s table of grace. 

How would the world be changed if we caught hold of God’s vision--- if we each loved the 

other as one great big family – ALL of us, God’s favourites--- 

To the glory and praise of God. Amen 
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