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Trinity Sunday May 30, 2021 Prayer, Scripture, Sermon 

Note:  Please note that Hazel’s Drive By Parade will be held 
on SUNDAY, June 13 at 1 p.m. at Plains.  Enter from the west drive way, to exit out the east. 

Congregational Concerns 

Rae Axford    Carl & Leena Sibley  Gerry & Jill Coull  

George Eastbury   Deanna   Cathy Tredenick   

Paula Welter    Jean Lammiman  Wendy Lessard 

Faith Seabrook      Rose    Cherie Doyon 
   

Prayer Born Yet Again (inspired by John 3:1-17) 

Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born 

of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do 

not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it 

chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 

So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” John 3:  3-6  

Why do we settle, O God, for only being born once, or even twice, 

    as if the world never changes, 

    as if everything is just fine the way it is        

        and we have no need for new life, 

        new encounters with you, 

        new promptings of your Spirit, 

        and new awakenings in our souls? 

 

Why do we turn your invitation into a mark of our own achievement, 

    as if your life is anything other than an extravagant gift, 

    as if the glimpses of your reign that we receive 

        are earned, 

        or deserved, 

        or make us somehow ‘better’ than others? 

 

We praise you for the shocking miraculous truth, God, 

    that we can always be -- that we need to always be 

        born again; 

    that daily you welcome us into a surprising new life, 

        the wonderful, creative, unpredictable world of your Spirit; 

    and that all we can do is allow ourselves to be pushed -- 

        birthed, by your grace, 

        into new experiences of your reign. 

 

Here we are, O God; 

    Let us be, once more, 

        in this moment, in this place,   

Born yet again. 

Amen.                                 — re: Worship, written by John van de Laar, and posted on Sacredise.com  UBP 

http://sacredise.com/
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Old Testament Isaiah 6:  1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem 

of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with 

two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And 

one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of 

his glory.” 4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house 

filled with smoke.  5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 

among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 6Then one 

of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of 

tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, 

your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 

Sermon:  Holiest Moments 

Are there any Jeopardy fans out there?  I thought we’d have a bit of a challenge to begin 

our reflections today by playing our own round of answers and questions.  I’m going to 

read the answers in the category Notable Events. I’ll give you the date and you name the 

notable event. Remember to phrase your response in the form of a question.   

For 200 points, under Notable World Events, here’s the answer: 

 

December 7, 1941   What was the bombing of Pearl Harbor? 

    

For 400 points, November 22, l963   

What was the assassination of President John F. Kennedy  

 

For 600 points, July 20, 1969 Apollo 11 lands on the moon 

This one is for 800 points September 11, 2001  

The attacks on the World Trade Center & The Pentagon  

 

And for 1000 points March 11, 2020     

When is the day that the WHO declared a World pandemic of Covid-19 

Players, add up your scores.   

 

And now it’s time for the Final:  The category is Personal Notable Events.   

Here’s the clue:  The Holiest moment in my life.  (repeat)    

Humming the Jeopardy tune……. I’m afraid my voice is a bit rusty! 

 

If we were meeting for worship in the sanctuary, this would be the moment…. a holy 

moment, when I would ask you to share your responses.  The last category would have a 

diverse range of responses, each one as unique as each  one of you is unique. The Holiest 

moment in your life.  Your answer may depend, in part on how you define the word “holy”. 

‘Holy’ is among a select group of words that we use almost exclusively in the church. We 

don’t use it much in common vernacular, except as an exclamation of surprise. “Holy cow! 

Holy Mackeral!  Holy Moley!”  

Such expressions evolved as people created expressions of amazement or wonder 
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without resorting to crude language, or disrespecting God’s name. But when I asked you to 

think of your holiest moment in your life, chances are you didn’t think about 

any “Holy Cow” or “Holy Mackerel” moments, although those with a quirky sense of 

humor, might be tempted. We use the word “holy” in church to refer to God’s nature 

and to those rituals or items that we use for worship. The word Holy literally means 

“other” or “set apart” or “separate from”. So, when we use it to talk about God we’re 

saying that our Holy God is “other” than us.  God is “set apart” or “separate from” as in 

being a different category than we are. For instance, we speak of  God as eternal, not finite, 

as Spirit, not matter, as complete not sin prone. When the church refers to items or rituals  

used for worship as ‘holy’ it means that they convey something of God’s presence or 

blessing. So, on the front cover of your Bibles it may say, HOLY BIBLE. When you were 

married, the minister may have used the words, Holy Matrimony.  In some churches the 

communion table or altar is used for one purpose.  It is set aside for ‘holy communion’ 

only. But when you thought about your holiest moment, whatever it was may not have had 

close connection to worship or ritual.   

I can only imagine what form your responses might take as you think about  

the holiest moment of your life. 

What was…the day your children were born? 

What was….the day when you were baptized? 

What was…the moment my loved one died 

as I held her hand?  

What was…the day I got my first vaccination. 

What was….the day I asked Jesus into my life. 

What was….the moment I rang the bell at the Cancer Clinic. 

What was…the moment a grandchild said she was gay. 

What was…the day when I escaped an abusive relationship. 

Holy moments when they happen, happen out of the blue.   They often happen when we’re 

in a vulnerable place, maybe a place of fear, or grief, or sadness. Our need causes us to be 

more open to the holy. And so it is often when we least expect it that the invisible veil 

between between earth and heaven parts, just long enough to sense that something’s 

happened; something different, other, apart from what is normal.  Something that is 

elusive—hard to wrap our mind around; but our soul knows. Our soul knows that it’s a 

holy moment. 

In our Holy Bibles, there are many stories of people who experienced dramatic, and life-

changing holy moments. For them their holiest moment happened when God called them to 

fulfill an important mission. One of the most well-known encounters  was when Moses 

discovered the burning bush while shepherding his father-in-law’s flock in the wilderness. 

Although Moses had escaped Egypt and was free to raise an family and earn a living, in 

Egypt his people were languishing, suffering, and calling out to God for help. We don’t 

know if his people’s plight weighed upon Moses’ heart, but we do know that it weighed on 

God’s. I can still hear that deep bass voice telling Moses in Cecil B. DeMille’s movie the 10 

Commandments. “Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is 

holy ground." Ex.3:5KJV God then called Moses to go to Egypt and lead his 

people from their life of bondage to freedom. Moses tried repeatedly to say no, but God 

convinced him to go, with a promise that God would be with him. 

And another famous holy encounter is the one we read today from the book of Isaiah. 
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Unlike Moses, Isaiah was not at a safe distance from a crisis.  He was smack dab in the 

middle of one. Think back to those notable events that impacted recent history and have 

shaped our world and us in some way. Isaiah was living through a notable historic  

event, that unsettled him, much like 9/11 unsettled us. The event that rocked Isaiah’s world 

is mentioned at the very beginning of Isaiah chapter 6 and provides context for what 

happens to Isaiah. 

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord 

sitting on a throne, high and lofty and the hem of his 

robe filled the Temple.” Is. 6:1 

King Uzziah reigned in the southern kingdom of Judah for 52 years. He was faithful to God 

and “did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.”  (2 Kings 15:3) He was a vigorous and able 

ruler and part of his success hinged on the fact that he listened to the counsel of another of  

God’s prophets, Jeremiah. However, later in life the King’s ego  got the better of him, and 

he started to behave like he was the almighty.  Pride goes before a fall, so goes the saying.  
And Uzziah’s fall was particularly pitiful.   He became afflicted with leprosy and so the   

the last years of his reign were spent with the king living in seclusion while his son ruled on 

his behalf. By the time of Uzziah’s death, the nation was less prosperous than it had been in 

his earlier years.   And what was more troubling, war clouds were gathering on the 

horizon. Although Uzziah’s reign had its flaws, his longevity had given the nation a sense of 

security and safety.  With the experienced King gone, Isaiah feared that Judah was more 

vulnerable to its enemies. Those fears would prove to be right soon enough. 

But it was in this moment of crisis—in this 9/11moment, in a sky-is-falling situation --- 

that Isaiah experienced a vision. He envisioned God sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and 

the hem of God’s royal robe filled the Temple. There were majestic angels around God 

and they continually chanted,  

“Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts; 

the whole earth is filled with his glory.” Isaiah 6:3 

Isaiah, like Moses, felt terribly out of place and inadequate in the presence of God. He cried 

out, “Woe is me, I am lost for I am a man of unclean lips.” 

Margie’s translation: “This is too awesome for me. I’m only human. I’m imperfect. I don’t 

deserve to be here.” But then one of the angels took a live coal from the altar with a pair of 

tongs and touched Isaiah’s lips. “There you go”, the angel said, “your guilt is gone, 

your sins have been blotted out.”  And then Isaiah heard God speak. But God didn’t give a 

direct command. Instead, God asked for a volunteer. 

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”  (Is.6:8) Granted, Isaiah was the only person 

having this  particular vision, but to Isaiah’s credit, he volunteered for service. “Here am I, 

send me!” By the way, that statement ends with an exclamation point. 

That indicates that Isaiah said this with fervor. 

Remember in childhood days when outdoor games required choosing teams: 

 “Pick me, Pick me!”’ Isaiah, who just moments earlier had 

trembled and cried out in fear and trepidation, ended up shouting “Pick me! Pick me!” 

This vision was most assuredly Isaiah’s holiest moment. He would need to embrace the 

feelings that moment gave him often as he pursued his mission for God. Isaiah’s mission 

proved to be a daunting  and difficult one. Like Moses and Jeremiah and other 

prophets discovered, his messages would be largely ignored or resisted by the very people 

God sent him to instruct, admonish and comfort. But what Isaiah learned from his 
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holy moment, that vision of God, enthroned in the Temple was that there is someone who is 

not affected by the rising and falling of kings like he and his people were affected. There is 

someone, ‘separate from’ ‘apart from’ ‘other than’ us who is ultimately ‘in charge.’ 

When life gets hard, when times try our souls, it’s a source of hope and assurance  in 

knowing that we are not ultimately in charge.   What we do matters.  How we choose to live 

makes a difference.  But when life spins out of control, whether it is a momentary personal 

crisis or a longer-lasting one, our faith teaches us that God sees us, God loves us, and 

nothing that we do can shut the Holy One down. In fact, not even death can shut the 

Holy one down. One grim Friday, people tried to destroy Jesus, God’s Son, God’s Holiest 

Moment. They cursed him, beat him and then nailed him on a cross to die. God’s Holiest 

moment, given for love of us, born as one of us. God’s Holiest moment, not separated, not 

removed, not set apart, but brought near to us, to live with us. God’s Holiest Moment 

suffered and died. But even as he died, the love that was God’s Holiest Moment, the love 

that healed the sick, raised the dead, calmed the storm, prayed. He offered it with his last 

breath for you, for me, for all of us: 

“Father, forgive them.  Father, forgive them for they do not know what 

they’re doing.”  Luke 23:34 

Well friends, after 3 days, God raised his Holiest Moment to new life! And because he lives, 

we know that our holiest moment is yet to happen. All the ones we experience now, if our 

hearts are open to recognizing them are but a foretaste, a sample of what is to come. And 

no matter what happens in the meantime, no matter what notable events rock our world— 

we know, we know, that God is with and his loving power is everlasting. 

“Holy, Holy, Holy, the earth is full of God’s glory!” 

 

Amen 
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