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Morning Prayer 

The wise men saw a new star and believed that 

the universe was pointing them to something new; to someone new. 

They dared to follow the star into  

a land which would treat them as outsiders. 

They dared to load their camels 

with precious gifts despite the  

threat of ambush and attack. 

They knew not where their journey would 

take them but they trusted in a sign in the 

night sky, that lighted their path. 

God, we could use a new star right now. 

We could use a sign in the heavens to 

point to something new. 

We stand on the edge of another year. 

The year ahead of us holds the promise of 

being similar to the last two. 

Yet it also holds the promise of newness 

and fresh beginnings. 

Like the magi, we place our trust in 

you to guide us into this new year. 

We carry with us a mixed bag of treasures, 

memories, lessons learned, mistakes 

regrets, wishes, doubts, aspirations, and spiritual 

gifts, like hope, joy, love and patient endurance. 

Thank you for welcoming us 

as we are and for being beside us everyday 

as we traverse the path of life. 

May our mixed bag of treasure, whether they are glittering or 

tarnished, whole or torn, be used to better the lives 

of others, especially the vulnerable. 

We pray for the people named today and for 

their loved ones and caregivers. 

May the light of your love shine upon them, 

may the brightness of your grace uphold them, 

may the warmth of compassion encourage them 

during this difficult season. 

We pray for our world, still wrestling with a pandemic. 

Thank you for all who are giving their all  

to understand, limit and eradicate Covid-19. 

Be with those who are still waiting and hoping 

for vaccines and effective medical care to alleviate their anxieties 

and suffering. 

Embrace the grieving ones, O God, for they are too many. 

Enable us as your church to do what we can 
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to support one another and our community through this time. 

Bless our leaders, members and committees as we 

move forward into this new year, guided not by a Star 

but by our love for Jesus, and Jesus’ Spirit of Love. We pray in his name. Amen 

 

Epiphany Gospel  Matthew 2:  1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 

For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King 

Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all 

the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 

born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 

prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 

rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people 

Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go 

and pay him homage.” 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 

they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 

they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 

Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 

country by another road. 

Christmas Gospel  John 1:  1-5; 10-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 

was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people. 

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to 

all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 

ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16From his fullness we have all received, 

grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
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through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 

Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

Sermon:  WHY HE CAME 

Well, it’s been yet another different Christmas. 

For the second year, Covid concerns dampened 

spirits, limited gatherings and pretty  

much hogged every conversation.  

Although we’re sick and tired of hearing  

about it, and dealing with it, 

the pandemic hangs on “like a pup 

to a root” as our elders would say. 

Like every generation that has lived before us, we’re 

constantly learning what it is like to  

meet the challenges of our times with the  

resources we’ve been given by nature and nurture.  

This week I learned about a public school principal 

in the US that teaches all the students about gratitude 

and kindness. 

The kids watch a video that explains that being thankful 

and being kind makes them feel better about themselves 

and also helps them in their relationships with 

others.  So gratitude is not only an attitude, it’s 

an attitude adjustor. 

Whenever I am tempted to complain about 

the restrictions and limitations placed upon 

us by this disease, I try to quickly remind myself 

that I have much for which I am grateful. 

As you find yourself on the flip  

side of your second Covid-19 Christmas, 

what are you most thankful for as you 

reflect upon the past year? 

Counting your blessings and being thankful for 

the words and kindnesses extended to you 

works like good medicine on the wounds 

of your sadness, frustration and anxiety.// 

Today we are standing at the beginning of a New Year. 

For many people January is a time 

for taking stock. New Year’s provides 

a timely marker, a moment when we determine 

that we will shrug off the 

disappointing residue of past mistakes, missteps  

and miseries and make a fresh start. 

How many of you dare to make New Year’s resolutions? 

How many of those resolutions will you keep? 

Well, we keep trying, don’t we? 
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The idea that a new year offers the possibility 

for new beginnings is a popular idea .  The evidence is found in 

the masses of revellers, festive music and fireworks that typically 

happen on New Years Eve. 

But of course, new beginnings are not relegated 

to a season of the year, or to one season of our lives. 

I’m reminded of a quote from my favourite 

fictional Canadian, Anne of Green Gables. 

“Tomorrow is a new day, with no mistakes in it…yet.” 

The potential for new beginnings exists in each day 

and in any season of our lives.  

Surprisingly, in the Old Testament 

book, depressingly named Lamentations we  

we discover Jeremiah, called the weeping prophet 

sounding his agreement with Anne’s premise.   

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;[a] 

    his mercies never come to an end; 
23 they are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23 

Friends, whether we 

can see a light at the end of the tunnel or just a tunnel 

we always have reason for hope  

because we trust that God is with us. 

We trust that God’s mercies are  

new every morning. 

We trust that God’s love for us and for all 

Creation is steadfast, Jeremiah says. 

I like that word steadfast, but we don’t 

hear it often.  Here’s some 

adjectives that describe what steadfast means. 

God’s steadfast love means that 

God’s love for you is loyal, faithful, dependable, devoted 

true, reliable, staunch, relentless, unwavering, 

uncompromising, single-minded and unchanging. 

Wow!  

Do you get it? Do you believe that God’s love for you 

yes, you, is BIG and DEEP and REAL and STEADFAST? 

If you don’t believe in God’s steadfast love, my friends, 

then you don’t really believe in Christmas. 

And if you don’t embrace fully God’s love as a FREE gift, 

then you can’t fully embrace the gifts of Christmas either. 

Christmas is about more than sentimental stories 

of angels and shepherds and a baby born in a barn. 

Christmas is about more than Magi 

following a magic star and giving rich gifts to 

overwhelmed parents. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations%203%3A22-23&version=ESV#fen-ESV-20377a
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Christmas is about God declaring steadfast 

love and devotion to a world of humanity  

that chooses more often than not to reject 

ignore, or abandon our first calling and true identity.// 

In John’s Gospel, John focuses not on the who, how 

where or when of Jesus’ miraculous birth, but on the why. 

Why did Jesus come? 

And why did he come as a vulnerable, helpless, 

human infant? 

John, who is a pretty wordy fellow, provides 

the answer in just one verse: 

“But to all who received him, who believed in 

his name, he gave power to become children of God.”  John 1:12 

Then John continues to say that this parent-child 

relationship is not created or conceived by humans. 

It’s all God’s doing. 

Jesus came to help us see, understand and know 

with steadfast assurance, that we are God’s children. 

We are God’s children. 

That is our first calling.  This is our true identity. 

Jesus certainly came to forgive our sins, and in the  

end became the innocent victim of human sinfulness. 

But Jesus also came to teach,  

 affirm and embody what it means for us to be children of God. 

No matter our circumstance, no matter our choices or 

wayward ways, God loves us with a steadfast 

love.  God’s mercies are new every morning. 

There’s always room for a new beginning, 

because God is always about doing new things 

in us, for us, with us and around us. 

As you stand at the threshold of a new year, 

maybe it’s a good time to trust that 

whatever comes, whatever doesn’t come 

your way, you’re good. In fact you’re more than good. 

You are a beloved son, a cherished daughter of God. 

You are worthy, accepted and chosen.  You are enough. 

So make this new year another year of extending some of God’s 

steadfast love and mercy to your family, friends, and neighbors. 

And as you do, who knows what new beginnings may 

arise? 

God knows.   And your God believes in you. 

Amen   
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